
We strive to hold these 
Seven Sacred Values: 
 

Wichozani: To live with good health 

Wic’oncoqc: To live from generation to  
generation 

Inila: To live your life with quietness 

Wi’yuskin: To live with happiness 

Okiciyapo: To help one another 

Wowasake: To live with power 

Ahokipa and Yuonihanyan: To live with respect  
and to honor all. 
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The Road Ahead 

The Sundance is the highest way to 
honor Wakan Tanka (Creator). It is 
the foremost of the Lakota sacred 
ceremonies. The Sundance is about 
giving, selflessness, and sacrifice 
for the benefit of all of creation. It is 
a renewal ceremony, a new year's 
celebration, so that all things may 
live again for another year. It is not 
a sideshow, a spectacle, or a tourist 
attraction. 
  
The Sundance usually involves 
many circles in the community 
gathering together in ceremony to 
pray for healing and renewal. Indi-
viduals who are making personal 
sacrifices are sequestered from the 
main community during the cere-
mony, abstaining from food and 
drink for four days, dancing and 
praying on behalf of creation and 
the community. During the Ceremo-
ny there is an opportunity for all 
peoples to come into the arbor (the 
sacred space) for Healing. Military 
Veterans are invited to come and be 
honored and request healing during 
the Veterans’ round. 

The Sundance 

AMSC's current plans fall within three 
areas. 
  
Great Raven's Medicine Song Sundance 
(Datson' Se Seyh Ch'eleech Wiwanke 
Wichipi). AMSC is working with leaders 
in Alaska, and with members of the 
Rosebud Sioux tribe, to conduct a Sun-
dance on the Stevens Village Bison 
Ranch in 2022.  

Oceti Sakowin Ceremony Collaboration.  
AMSC is working with leaders of the 
Oceti Sakowin Celestial Ceremony  
Revival and Isnati (coming-of-age  
ceremony) to determine how AMSC can 
support these upcoming events. 

South Dakota Gatherings. We are contin-
uing our relationship-building with  
several Sundance circles on both the 
Pine Ridge and Rosebud Indian Reserva-
tions. 

Alaska and Northwest Gatherings. In 
Anchorage and Washington, AMSC has 
been conducting regular gatherings 
(temporarily interrupted by COVID) to 
conduct ceremony and strengthen  
community ties. These gatherings have 
included potlucks and giveaways to  
support elder participants. AMSC hopes 
to facilitate one Inipi ceremony a month 
to prepare Sundance ceremony pledges 
and serve the community. There is no 
discrimination based on age, race,  
gender identity, or sociopolitical status. 

Alaska Midnightsun 
Sundance Council 

200 N. Gloria 
St.  Palmer, AK 99645 

907-521-0483  

alaskamidnightsunsun-
dance@gmail.com   

www.alaskamidnightsunsundance.org 

Standing together 

Praying together 
We are working to land the  

visions of the stars here on 
earth. 

One mind, one heart, one prayer 
Mitakuye oyasin 



Alaska Midnightsun Sundance Council is 501(c)(3) non-

profit founded in 2018 through a partnership of leaders, 

elders, Sundancers, and community members in Alaska, 

South Dakota, and the Pacific Northwest.   

Among other missions, AMSC works to bring Chief  

Marie Jones' and Chief Crazy Horse's visions into this 

world, and to work toward cultural revival for the  

betterment of all involved. 

Chief Marie was born in Cordova, Alaska, and was an 

honorary chief of the Eyak Nation. She was the last  

surviving speaker of the Eyak language of Southcentral 

Alaska. She was an honorary chief of the Eyak Nation 

and the last remaining full-blooded Eyak. Her name in 

Eyak is udAch' k'uqAXA'a'ch, which means "a sound that 

calls people from afar." 

Sometime in the early to mid 1990's, Chief Marie had a 

vision of the Sundance ceremony being held in Alaska.  

It was her wish to have Alaska and its people benefit 

from this sacred ceremony. Over the past 20+ years there have been many discussions on how to bring this vi-

sion into this world, and today the vision is coming to fruition. 

The land for this to take place has been offered in Delta Junction, Alaska at the Stevens Village IRA Council Bison 

Ranch. The ranch is located on Athabascan land. Intercessors, leaders, singers, firemen, helpers, Elders, veteran 

Sundancers, and support volunteers are available and committed to this effort. Many of the supplies needed for 

the ceremony are already available in Alaska.  

Today we honor the guidance of our elder and Chief, Al Stevens, and the teachings of Gerald Ice and the Lakota 

people in all that we do, and we are proud to be working with several Sundances on both the Pine Ridge and 

Rosebud Indian Reservations.  

Our Story 

Mission 

The Alaska Midnightsun Sundance Council 

supports Alaska Native and American Indian 

spiritual, ceremonial, cultural, subsistence and 

medicinal practices. Our goal is to realize Chief 

Marie Smith Jones’ and Crazy Horse's vision of 

bringing the Lakota Sundance to Alaska in or-

der to reclaim Alaska Native and Native Amer-

ican tribal, cultural and environmental identity.  

 

AMSC offers cultural education on indigenous 

ceremony, medicinal plants and foods, and 

other cultural skills. We support and promote 

traditional Ceremony and ceremonial leaders. 

Although we are based in Alaska, our staff in 

Oregon and Washington focuses on helping 

those in recovery through traditional ceremony 

and indigenous talking circle therapies. 

 

The Alaska Midnight Sundance Council pro-

vides logistical and financial support for the 

Great Raven's Medicine Song Sundance 

(Datson' Se Seyh Ch'eleech Wiwanke 

Wichipi). This is an open Sundance with an 

open altar, meaning that all may attend.  

Gerald Ice Chief Marie Smith Jones 

Goals 

• Preserve native spiritual ceremony, ritual, 

and education 

• Provide education and support in indigenous 

practice and spiritual ceremony 

• Produce native community events 

• Offer education on identifying, harvesting, and 

preparing indigenous medicinal plants and 

foods 

• Offer opportunities to learn native traditional 

cultural skills like tanning hides, drum mak-

ing, beading, dancing, storytelling, and learn-

ing Alaska Native languages and Lakota 

• Reclaim Alaska Native and Native American 

tribal, cultural, and environmental identity 

through ceremony and community 

• Support and advocate for native community 

efforts in indigenous advocacy and environ-

mentalism 

• Conduct ceremonial interventions for alco-

hol/chemical addiction and recovery support 

and behavioral health 

Chief Al Stevens 


